Closing
info just a
call away

By Nora Engel
Delaware Stae News

CAMDEN — Almostevery par
ent of children in public schools
has experienced the| Imsln\mn of
waking up on a snowy or foggy
morning and funing into the ra
dio two seconds after the school
closings were annou

Public schools are aking
it much easier for Dalen\! and
teachers to get that information
with a new voice activation sys-
I

em
A demonstation of

system was held Mondw) ‘n [

sar Rodney High School on Old

Norh Road in Camden
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tune n ot afe e school v
o0kl have 0 wall
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said Thomas Jarrelt, the secre-
tary of the state Department of
Technology and Information. “It
could be very frustraing.”

nology an i
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of calls per hour and the information is added as soon as.
the schools mike a decision in closings or delay:

labwayslookathow o make
it easier for the parents and how
lo wmk on lheir schedules, not
ours,” Mr. Jarrettt

W decide lo take what s
onthe We

arrangements or other plans,”
M

et sai
‘We are really exciled about
olling out this service and what
it s going to bring. We think it

arents 10 call a tolHree phone
number on days with question-
able weather.

“The caller selects the school
and can hear its status of the
school within minues.

Mr. Jarrett said whether the
school is delayed or closed. the
information s putinto the system

00n as school of

Michelle Ackes, spokesworm-
an with the state Department of
Technology and _Information,

aid there was no direct cost for
the system because it replaced

F

Pt becane reality not ev-
yone has acces o e Web

xy
Hesaid the Website for school
closings, which was created in

syrstem is capable 2001, wil remain available.
of handing up 0 5400 cloper M. et sael more than
200 simulta-

neous call,

‘The system wias created in a

collaboration_bretween the De-

ent of Technology and In-

formation and the state Depart-
nent of Educa

“This s a biig step forward.

n make the call first

thing in the morming and know

right away s theey can plan their

(0 the e-mail subscription, which
sends alers when the schools
acddayedoro

toll free number for the
wchoo) sirus 1o (87) 8317215,
on the Web, go to wwwdela
‘ware.gov and click on *Delays &
Closings.
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